APRIL EDUCATION PACKET
National Patient Safety Goals 2011
Goal 1
Improve the accuracy of patient identification.
	The Joint Commission mandates that at least two patient identifiers are used when administering medications, blood, or blood components; when collecting blood samples and other specimens for clinical testing; and when providing treatments or procedures.  
	(In a home care setting, two identifiers must be used for the initial meeting, but thereafter the home’s address and the patient’s face can be used as identifiers, provided that there are not identical twin patients in the home.)
 	You must label containers used for blood and other specimens in the presence of the patient.

Goal 7
Reduce the risk of health care-associated infections.
	The best way to reduce the risk of health care-associated infections is through good hand hygiene practices.  It is mandated by the Joint Commission that we follow the Centers for Disease Control and Preventions hand hygiene guidelines.  These guidelines state;
· Hand hygiene refers to both washing with plain or anti-bacterial soap and water and to the use of alcohol gel to decontaminate hands.  When hands are not visible soiled, alcohol gel is the preferred method of hand hygiene when providing health care to clients.
· Hand hygiene should be performed before and after contact with a client, immediately after touching blood, body fluids, non-intact skin, mucous membranes, or contaminated items (even when gloves are worn during contact), immediately after removing gloves, when moving from contaminated body  sites to clean body sites during client care, after touching objects and medical equipment in the immediate client-care vicinity, before eating, after using the restroom, and after coughing or sneezing into a tissue as part of respiratory hygiene.  
· When hands are visibly dirty or contaminated with proteinaceous materials or are visibly soiled with blood or other body fluids, wash hands with either a non-antimicrobial soap and water or an antimicrobial soap and water.
· If hands are not visibly soiled, use an alcohol-based hand rub for routinely decontaminating hands.
· Decontaminate hands before having direct contact with patients.

Goal 9
Reduce the risk of patient harm resulting from falls.
	Firely Pediatric Services meets this goal with its Fall Prevention Program.  The Fall Prevention Program is attached to this document for you to read over.  It is provided to the parents of our clients during the parent’s admission process, and it is kept in the Family Folder.  FPS also uses a Fall Risk Assessment tool.  This tool is used upon admission and then annually.  If the Fall Risk Assessment tool indicates that the client is in greater risk of falling, then specific safety precautions will be incorporated in the clients Plan of Care.  
Goal 15
The organization identifies safety risks inherent in its patient population.
	One of the main safety risks of our population is home oxygen therapy.  In order to maintain our employee’s safety and our client’s safety, a Basic Home Safety Assessment tool is used.  This tool is used during the admission process and then annually.  Using the tool lets the family know how to safety handle oxygen cylinders in the home.  For example; making sure there are working smoke detectors in the home, check the home for working fire extinguishers, giving the parents a “No Smoking – Oxygen in Use” sign for their home, and educating the parents on how to store the cylinders safely.  The Basic Home Safety Assessment is attached for you to review.

*These are the goals addressed by the Joint Commission 2011.*










Fall Prevention Program
Children who have disabilities and are minimally mobile {but who are perceived as immobile by a caregiver} might be at increased risk for falling from a bed, crib, or other elevated surface. The child might be left unattended and might roll or creep to the edge.  Additionally, falls are the most commonly reported injury among wheelchair users. 
FPS has developed a Fall Reduction Program, as described below, to promote an awareness of your child’s risk for falling, and to promote safety tips to utilize in order to reduce the chance of injury to your [image: Atlanta Injured Children Attorneys and Atlanta Children]child.  
FALL RISK ASSESSMENT ~ Completed by
Case Coordinators during the admission
process.  A scoring tool is utilized to 
determine if your child is at a greater risk 
for injuries from a fall.  The assessment is
completed annually and also whenever there is a significant change in your child’s diagnosis since his/her last assessment.

CHILDREN at HIGHER RISK ~ If your child appears to be at a higher risk for injuries from a fall, specific safety precautions will be utilized to prevent a future fall.  Your child’s Case Coordinator will discuss these precautions with you.  He/she will also incorporate them into your child’s individual Plan of Care {485}.

FAMILY EDUCATION ~ Child safety educational materials are reviewed with all families during the admission process by the Case Coordinator.  These materials are placed in the “Education” section of your child’s Home Chart to provide easy reference for your use.

Let’s work together to make child safety a priority!

[image: F:\FPS 08~06\Home Care\Card Shop\Logos and Letterheads\FPS Logo.PNG]

Firely Pediatric Home Care ~ Building Blocks Program
Home for Kids ~ Camp for Kids











	Prevent Falls from Furniture/Child Care Products: 
   *Choose child care products that meet required safety standards.
   *Don't leave babies alone on beds, sofas, and changing tables; Keep 
[image: giromobile car]      one hand on baby when changing diapers.
   *Always strap your child into the high chair, swing,
      changing table, or stroller. 
   *When your child can sit alone, place crib mattress in 
      a lower position.  Move mattress to lowest position 
      when child can get to a standing position. 
   *Never use baby walkers on wheels as they cause  
      more injuries than any other child care product.  Because of the 
      alarming statistics of injuries, the American Academy of Pediatrics has
      called for a ban on baby walkers with wheels.  Choose stationary 
      “exercisers” instead.
   *Pad sharp edges of furniture, especially coffee tables corners. 

Prevent Falls from High Places: 
   *Never leave a child alone on a balcony, fire escape, or high porch. 
  
Prevent Falls from Windows: 
   *Place safety gates at the top and bottom of all stairs to protect children 
      under the age of two.
   *Keep chairs, cribs, and other furniture away from all windows. 
   *Keep doors leading to basement or attic locked. 
   *Make sure handrails are secure; Check regularly for sturdiness.
   *Install window guards on all windows above the first floor; Do not rely on 
      window screens to prevent a child from falling out the window.
  
[image: Safety Gates]                                Prevent Falls on Stairs: 
                                   *Place safety gates at the top and bottom of stairs to                    
                                     protect children under age two.
                                   *Keep stairs clear of clothes, toys, etc. 
                                   *Keep doors leading to basement or attic locked. 
                                   *Make sure handrails are secure; Check regularly
                                     for sturdiness and loose posts. 
                                   *Keep stairwells well-lit.
  
Prevent Falls on the Playground: 
   *Supervise children on swing sets, slides, and all playground equipment. 
   *Frequent playgrounds with rubber, wood, mulch, or sand surfaces.  
      Avoid those with asphalt, concrete, grass, and soil surfaces. 
   *Make sure playground equipment is age-appropriate ~ Since 1994, all 
      manufacturers of playground equipment are required to label {with a 
      Sticker} the equipment indicating the age-group it is designed for {t Usual groups are ages two to five and five to twelve}.

[image: Cute Toddler Is Not Safe Due To Black Power Cord In Mouth!]
                             Prevent Falls from Uneven Floor Surfaces:
                             *Remove folded carpets and piles of electrical cords.
                             *Secure throw rugs with rubber backed padding, foam 
                                 carpet backing, or double-faced tape.


Prevent Falls from Shopping Carts: 
   *Always strap your child into the seat; Do not use a cart without a safety 
      strap.
   *Do not allow your child to ride in the part of the cart where the groceries 
      are placed. 
   *Do not allow your child to stand in the cart. 
   *Do not leave your child alone or move more than an arm's length from 
      the cart. 

Prevent Falls on Slippery Surfaces: 
   *Beware ~ Bathrooms and Kitchens are the most common rooms for falls!
   *Immediately mop up any water on the floor. 
[image: Image Preview]   *For bathing young children, use an age-
      appropriate bathtub safety accessories.
   *For older children, use a rubber mat or rubber 
      stickers in the bathtub. 
   *Use throw rugs with nonskid backings or secure 
      with double-stick tape.
   *Consider installing non-skid stair runners. 
   *Children should wear non-skid footwear at all times.
  
Prevent Falls from Bicycle Accidents:
   *Always wear safety-approved headgear.
   *Use training wheels on “big bikes” until the child’s skills have developed.
[image: Child Safety]







~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Information about falls taken from Dr. Patricia Keener’s book,
Caring for Kids:  Useful Information and Hard-to-Find Facts About 
Child Health and Development, and from Riley Hospital for Children.


[image: F:\FPS 08~06\Home Care\Card Shop\Logos and Letterheads\FPS Logo.PNG]                                                     FALL RISK ASSESSMENT TOOL
Client: 								Date:		~	~	
Current age:  					
*Assess one score only in each row by circling the number; Total all numbers for “Final Score”

	Mobility
Needs
	0
Ambulates w/ no gait disturbance
	1
Ambulates or transfers w/ assistive device
	1
Mobile w/ 
un-steady gait-no assistive device

	0
Unable to ambulate or transfer

	Neurologic
Status
	0
Developmentally appropriate 
and alert
	1
Developmentally
delayed
	2
Disoriented or visually impaired

	0
Coma, 
unresponsive

	Elimination
Needs
	0
Independent
	1
Independent w/ frequency or diarrhea
	1
Needs assistance w/ toileting

	0
Diapers

	Environment-al Factors
	1
Cluttered floors, Poor lighting, Loose carpet, Slippery floors


	Prior History 
of Falls
	1
Yes ~ Prior to
FPS admission
	2
Yes ~ a 
current issue
	0
No

	Current Medications
	1
Opioid, narcotic, sedative, benzodiazepine,
anticonvulsant, anti-anxiety





OUTCOME  and  RECOMMENDATIONS 		Final Score:  __________
_____ Final Score of 0-1-2 
Client is not at a greater risk for falling > No need for additional intervention other than general age-appropriate childhood safety precautions.
_____ Final Score of 3 or Greater
	Client poses a greater risk for falling > Fall Reduction Program instituted ~ Details found in client’s POC.
[image: F:\FPS 08~06\Home Care\Card Shop\Logos and Letterheads\FPS Logo.PNG]	                               BASIC HOME SAFETY ASSESSMENT
Client: 								Date:		~	~	
Current Home Address: 										
Emergency Phone Numbers: 
Is “Emergency Preparedness Information” present?			 YES    NO	
OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENT:
	Is parking area well-lit?							 YES    NO
	Is parking area free from loose stones/bricks/boards/railings?		 YES    NO
INDOOR ENVIRONMENT:
	Is current Safety Manual in Home Chart?					 YES    NO
	Is home environment secure?						 YES    NO
	Is there an adequate water supply?					 YES    NO
	Is there an adequate sewer system?					 YES    NO
	Are there adequate bathroom facilities?					 YES    NO
	    {infant bathtub, shower chair, non-slip tub strips, etc.}
	Is there a clean, separate refrigerated area for		         N/A  	 YES    NO	          
	    client’s formula/food?	
	If needed, is there a clean medication refrigerator?	         N/A  	 YES    NO
	Are client’s care areas clean, well-lit, and organized?			 YES    NO
	Are client’s care areas off-limits to ambulatory pets?	         N/A  	 YES    NO	          	Are floors/hallways clear of toys, throw rugs, etc.?			 YES    NO
	Is furniture sturdy and appropriate for use?				 YES    NO

FIRE SAFETY:
	Are smoke detectors present & in working condition?	         N/A  	 YES    NO	          
	Are fire extinguishers present & in working condition?	         N/A  	 YES    NO         
	Is the family aware of importance of fire safety plans?			 YES    NO
	Are kerosene/space heaters at least 3 feet away 	         N/A  	 YES    NO
 	    from people/objects?
MEDICAL GAS SAFETY:                                                         No Medical Gases in the home
	Is family aware of banning all Vaseline/petroleum products?		 YES    NO
	Are cylinders stored properly?						 YES    NO
	Were “No Smoking” signs given to family for posting?			 YES    NO
ELECTRICAL SAFETY:
	Are extension cords and 3-prong adapters used properly?   N/A  	 YES    NO
	Are cords frayed or showing exposed wires?				 YES    NO
	Are outlets overloaded?							 YES    NO
	Are there outlet plugs where children can reach?	         N/A  	 YES    NO
	Is there a flashlight readily available for emergencies?			 YES    NO		
SAFE DISPOSAL of TRASH:
	Are there appropriate trash removal procedures in place?		 YES    NO
	Is there a sharps container in use?						 YES    NO
	    If yes, is family aware of proper usage and disposal?		 YES    NO
	

CHILD SAFETY:
	Are bed/crib side rails in good working order?				 YES    NO
	Are safety gates in good working order?			         N/A  	 YES    NO
	Are all toxic substances out of child’s reach?				 YES    NO
	    {medications, medical supplies, cleaning solutions, etc.}
	Is there age-appropriate child restraint equipment for 			 YES    NO
    transportation?	


ADDRESS ANY SAFETY ISSUES IDENTIFIED ABOVE:
																																																																																											
	
EVALUATION  of  HOME  SAFETY  ASSESSMENT:
	 Home environment will support home care.
	 See recommendations attached.       
	 Family understands and complies with fire prevention activities.
	 Home environment is unsafe and will not support home care.


[image: ]FPS April Education Packet – Safety 2011
POST TEST
Name: _______________ Date: _______
	ANSWERS
	QUESTIONS

	1)
	1)  The Joint Commission mandates that at least  ______ patient identifiers are used when administering medication.

	2)
3)
	2) & 3) In an Home Care setting and after the initial visit the two identifiers can be ______ and ______.

	4)
	4)  The best way to reduce the risk of health care-associated infections is through 
P______  
H______  
H______.

	5) 
	5)  True or False – You don’t need to wash your hands if you had gloves on.

	6)
	6)  True or False – You should wash your hands before you have any contact with your patient.

	7) 
	7)  If your client is at a greater risk for falls, where will specific safety precautions for your client be found?  

	8)
	8)  What is the name of the tool that FPS uses to help keep employees and clients safe?  



	9)
	9)  True or False – Children with disabilities are not at a greater risk of falling.

	10)
	10)  The client and the ______ must be included in the prevention and control of infections.

	11)
12)
13)
	11) 12) and 13)  In order to understand infections, we must first understand these three elements ______,  ______ , and ______.

	14)


15)

16)
	14) What are the difference between Cleaners, sanitizers, and disinfectants?  
Cleaners are products used to remove ______

15)  Sanitizers are products used to reduce surface ______,

16)  And Disinfectants are chemical products that destroy or inactivate ______

	17)
	17)True or False – Significant Exposure is exposure to blood or body fluids through mucous membranes frequently by way of needlestick, instrument, or sharps injuries.  It is not important to report significant exposure to the Case Coordinator.

	18)
	18)  When lifting or transferring a patient it is important to always remember ACT.  ACT stands for 
A______  
C______  
T______.

	19)
	19)  It is important that all FPS employees know their responsibilities when faced with an emergency.  An Emergency Preparedness Information form, containing emergency information is found where in your clients home?

	20)
	20)  True or False – All fires can be put out with water.

	21)
	21)  An easy way to remember what to do during a fire is the acronym RACE.  RACE stands for
 R______  
A______  
C______  
E ______.

	22)
	22) True or False – Since disasters hardly ever happen here FPS does not need to have Disaster Drill Plans.

	23)
	23) True or False – As an employee of FPS, you are required to report safety hazard or potentially unsafe situations to Administration as soon as discovered. 

	24)
	24)  To put out a fire in a feeding pump (non-battery operated) would you use foam from the extinguisher or water from the sink?
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